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or even his closest collaborators. M. Poincare nevertheless
at once informed his colleagues of its contents, though he
"did not read them the text of the agreement, because it
had not been handed to him."87
M. Tittoni similarly was careful that no inkling of it
should reach Germany or' Austria though they were Italy's
allies. With characteristic duplicity, at the same time he
was promising to make no agreements concerning the
Balkans without Russia's participation, Tittoni was actu-
ally negotiating an agreement with Austria on the very
subject. He had begun the negotiations in the preceding-
June, by proposing to Austria "an agreement that neither
of the two states without the knowledge of the other should
make an agreement concerning the Balkans with a third
state." 88 A week before the Racconigi meeting Tittoni
wished to add more "definitely that Italy and Austria should
"agree not to conclude agreements with Russia without the
participation of one another."89 Then he signed the Rac-
conigi agreements. A few days later, nevertheless, Italy
signed an agreement with Austria, behind Russia's back
and in total disregard of the Racconigi promise, embodying
essentially the proposals which Tittoni had been negotiating
since June.90 To such deceit toward both Russia and Aus-
tria did Italian ambitions for Balkan and African territory
lead M. Tittoni and the Italian Government! Jlacconigi
betrays the same morality on Italy's part as in the agree-
ments with France in 1902.
Notwithstanding the extreme secrecy in which Izvolski
and Tittoni wrapped their arrangement, rumors and sus-
picions of what they had done were widespread. By Italy
and the Entente Powers, the meeting of Nicholas II and
Victor Emmanuel was hailed with enthusiasm. The British
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